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Abstract:

This study aimed to assess the readiness of private higher
education institutions in Oman for transitioning to a knowledge-based
economy by analyzing four key dimensions: (1) infrastructure and
technology, (2) human capital development, (3) community service
and partnerships, and (4) scientific research and knowledge
foundations. These dimensions are critical for universities to adapt to

the requirements of a knowledge-based economy effectively.

A descriptive survey methodology was employed, utilizing a
questionnaire administered to a sample of 88 faculty members from
three private universities (Nizwa, Sohar, and Dhofar) to evaluate their

readiness for this transition.
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The findings revealed a high overall level of readiness across
all four dimensions, with no statistically significant differences

observed based on demographic variables.

The study concluded with practical recommendations to
enhance institutional readiness, including the development of
comprehensive university databases to support performance
improvement, accurate tracking of research outputs, and identifying
skills aligned with labor market demands. Additionally, the study
emphasized the need to advance higher education programs to foster
research and innovation, while upgrading graduate programs to align

with the goals of the knowledge-based economy.

Keywords: Knowledge-based economy, higher education

nstitutions, private universities, readiness.
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