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Abstract:

The Sultanate of Oman is committed to promoting scientific
innovation and artificial intelligence in school education as part of

achieving Oman Vision 2040. This emphasis is due to the importance

of these fields in developing students' skills such as problem-solvin
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and adaptability, as well as enhancing global competitiveness and
contributing to solving global challenges. The study explores the
attitudes of school principals in Dhofar Governorate toward promoting
innovation in school education, considering that this orientation has a
direct impact on the educational process and its outcomes in general,

and on fostering scientific innovation in particular.

The study was conducted in 2023, targeting principals of public
and private schools in Dhofar. A questionnaire was used to measure
16 different factors related to promoting innovation, along with
several questions to identify the main obstacles to enhancing scientific

innovation.

The results showed that the average attitude of school
principals was high toward promoting innovation, with slight
differences among different categories. No statistically significant
differences were found between the different categories of principals
regarding their attitudes toward promoting innovation, except
concerning the principal's educational qualification. The results
indicated a statistically significant difference in the overall average
toward promoting innovation in school education in favor of those
with a master's degree or higher compared to those with a bachelor's
degree or lower. However, both groups exhibited a strong inclination

toward promoting innovation in school education.

The study also revealed that teachers are considered the most

influential in promoting student innovation, according to the school
@ ISSN:1687-3572 (Print) - ISSN:2537-0642 (ONLINE)
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principals' perspective, highlighting the need to focus innovation
programs on developing teachers' skills. Additionally, school
principals indicated that promoting innovation could be hindered by
the reluctance of students and teachers, their lack of abilities, as well

as insufficient financial support and parental involvement.

The study concludes with recommendations including
increasing the diversity of training programs for teachers and students,
improving access to resources and tools related to innovation, and
strengthening partnerships between various departments and
nstitutions to support innovation and artificial intelligence programs.
The study emphasizes the need for school principals to recognize the
importance of their role in promoting innovation and developing

effective strategies to integrate it into the educational process.

Keywords: School Education, Scientific Innovation, Principals'

Attitudes, Artificial Intelligence
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